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Netherlands Coast Guard

Located in Den Helder – the Netherlands



Pariticpating Ministries

• Infrastructure and Environment

• Defence

• Safety and Justice (Police)

• Finance

• Economic Affairs



Area of responsibility – Coast Guard

MRCC:

Territorial Sea and 
Adjacent Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ)

For Search and Rescue 
also Major Inland 
Waters

ARCC:

FIR Amsterdam 
including Dutch 
Territory



Coast Guard tasks

SERVICE TASKS:
• Distress, Emergency and 

Safety Traffic
• Maritime Assistance and 

Search & Rescue
• Disaster and Incident 

Prevention / Handling
• Aids to Navigation 
• Vessel Traffic Services
• Maritime traffic Research

LAW ENFORCEMENT TASKS:
• Police Task
• Customs Task
UPHOLDING OF:
• Environmental Laws
• Sea Fishing Laws
• Nautical Traffic Laws
• Ship Equipment Laws
• Offshore Laws
• Border Control
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North Sea - Maritime Police

Netherlands Coast Guard

All Ports and Inland waters 
except  Rotterdam regular 
Water Police

Rotterdam Port Area -
Seaport Police Rotterdam

Area of responsibility (Maritime) Police



Maritime Pollution Enforcement

Is carried out 

Under responsibility of the Public Prosecutor 

by 

Maritime Police – ships

Port State Control – ships

Mining Inspectors – offshore installations



Legal Framework

• Marpol Convention

• National Act to prevent illegal discharges from ships into

the sea

• Ospar Convention / 1972 London Dumping Convention

• National Water Act 



National Water Act

• In case when Marpol is not appropriate

• Enforcement will be carried out in respect of National 
Water act

• Substances discharged should be:

Harmful to the environment

Pollutant to the environment; or

Classified as waste

• For discharge into the sea a permit is required by the 
Ministry of Infrastructure & Environment



What do we investigate

• Every spill from Vessels at Sea
• Within the Netherlands Territorial Waters and 

Exclusive Economic Zone; or
• On legal request done by other parties
• Covering: Marpol Annex I   – mineral oil                                     

Marpol Annex II – bulk liquids 
Marpol Annex V  – Garbage and Dry 

Cargo Residues
Discharges without permit (Water Act)

• Investigation by Maritime Police (leading)
• Assistance by Port State Control inspectors



Marpol Annex I investigation

• Reactive – as a result of an oil pollution

• Pro active – as a result of a certain amount of 
annually detected oil spills in the Netherlands area 
of the North Sea Investigation of:

- Certificates (IOPP)

- Oil record book

- Engine Room (discharge equipment / tanks)



Other investigations

• Reactive – as a result of a pollution

Marpol Annex II – chemicals, vegetable oils, 
paraffines and waxes (Bulk liquids)

Marpol Annex V – garbage and cargo residues

National Water Act – pollutions not covered by 
Marpol



Criminal Investigations 

• Starting a criminal investigation as soon as possible
• Collecting information from different sources

Use of:
• Pollution Observation Report on Polluters and 

Combatable Spills Bonn Agreement Aerial Surveillance 
North Sea

• To Bonn Agreement Members
• To Other parties: Thetis

• Legal Request



Collecting Information

• EMSA Clean Sea Net information – satellite pictures

• Aerial Surveillance  - report

• AIS (track) Information – Coast Guard

• Other  - civil information



Clean Sea Net – Satellite Images

• Analysing images received, as a start of an investigation

• Use of images, when available as additional evidence to 
investigations

• Feed back to EMSA



Clean Sea Net - Example



Aerial Surveillance

• FLIR  - Forward Looking Infra Red

• SLAR – Side Looking Airborne Radar

• Photos 

• Oil Sampling Device (Discussion)



AIS track information
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Position: 55-02,60N 
003-29,49E

Speed: 10.5 kn 

Course 210°

Adding of  valuable information 

Begin position 

Aerial Surveillance - SLAR
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Connected hose to 
manifold; 

discharge overboard

Criminal Offence !!

Photos
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Criminal Offence !!

Photos
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Criminal Offence !!

Photos



Sampling / Oil sampling device

Has it been useful in the past?

Useful to compare substances in the water with 
substances  on board ship?

Useful for identification substance?

Special rules for taking samples !

How to bring samples to shore?

Accreditation of laboratory



Responsibility Pollution

Natural persons:

• Master 

• Acting Officers

Legal bodies

• Safety Management

• Ships Operator

• Ships Owner



International Activities

Participation in:

• NSN – North Sea Network of Investigators and    
Prosecutors

• Interpol – Enviromental Crime Working Group – Clean 
Seas (Interpol Manuals on illegal discharging)

• Aquapol – Working Group Maritime Shipping

• EMSA – Combating illegal discharges in the marine 
environment



Trainings

National and International level:

• Marpol Annex I – Engine Room

• Marpol Annex II



Any Questions !!

Thanks for the attention


