Terms of Reference for a Working Group on MARPOL Annex VI monitoring activities (MAVI-WG)
Agreed 2026
Background
1. The Ministerial Meeting held in Bonn in 2019 formally approved the Decision on the extension of the scope of application of the Agreement with a view to cooperation on surveillance in respect of the requirements of Annex VI to the MARPOL Convention.
2. Following the MARPOL Annex VI Experts Workshop held on 2 – 5 February 2021 (MAVIEWS 21) to develop a common strategy and operational procedures on MARPOL Annex VI monitoring activities in the Bonn Agreement area, two working groups (WG) dealing with (1) strategic and operational aspects (MAVI-SOWG) and (2) technical aspects (MAVI-TWG) were established under the umbrella of OTSOPA. Their Terms of Reference were adopted by BONN 2021 and updated by BONN 2022.
3. Considering the lack of one of the Co-convenors and the work under an EU-funded project in 2026 the two working groups have been merged to work in an efficient manner.
Objective
4. To prevent air pollution from ships by establishing a harmonised monitoring and reporting strategy for a collective effort to support the enforcement of MARPOL Annex VI as set out in strategic objective S2 under the Bonn Agreement Strategy (BAS) 2025-2035. 
5. To deliver the following operational objectives under S2 of the BAS 2025-2035 and the related tasks in the Implementation Plan:
S2O1	To undertake surveillance of emissions caused by ships within the framework of Annex VI to the MARPOL Convention which contribute or pose a threat to the marine environment.
S2O2	To identify priority/high risk areas of air pollution using remote measurements, satellite and AIS information and perform a health risk analysis to be monitored by the Bonn Agreement.
S2O3	To develop harmonised SOx and NOx remote compliance monitoring procedures.
S2O4	To further develop a targeting mechanism based on agreed alert thresholds principles for a better efficiency of Port State Control (PSC) inspections in order to support the Paris MoU.
S2O5	To develop a standard reporting format for SOx and NOx emissions compatible with Port State Control (PSC) and the reporting under Thetis-EU and alternative sharing platforms, as appropriate.
S2O6	To elaborate a chapter or handbook on MARPOL Annex VI for the Counter Pollution Manual.
[bookmark: _Hlk203386297]S2O7	To ensure the sharing of up-to-date data with the Bonn Agreement Contracting Parties on relevant information to enable air emission regulation enforcement, such as details on exhaust gas abatement installations (SOx and NOx), static ship related data, inspection findings, and others.
6. To support with the following actions the work of the project, which successfully applied for the EU call HORIZON-CL5-2026-01-D5-17:
6.1. To provide monitoring- and inspection data and reports (cooperation with EMSA, PSC and national authorities) and/or other information of relevance (e.g. ship operational parameters); 
6.2. To support measurement campaigns (e.g. flight permissions, higher level of alertness for PSC inspections, Fuel samples, EGCS logs, …)
6.3. To cooperate by using EMSA-RPAS Service parallel to measurement campaigns and allow EMSA to share data,
6.4. To participate in stakeholder workshops and project advisory board
6.5. To consider findings obtained within the project and dissemination to regional agreements and IMO
7. To exchange information with OSPAR in particular with the North Sea Network of Investigators & Prosecutors (NSN) and the Environmental Impacts of Human Activities Committee (EIHA) Committee.
Participants
8. The ICG will be co-convened by Belgium, Germany and The Netherlands, with participation from Belgium, Denmark, EU (EMSA), Germany, Ireland, The Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom, and representatives from the North Sea Network of investigators and Prosecutors. A list will be maintained updated by the Secretariat.
Work arrangements
9. The WG will work via correspondence and hold the following meetings:
9.1. online WG meetings;
9.2. an annual physical meeting back to back to OTSOPA; and
9.3. dedicated meetings between the OTSOPA Chair and WG leaders. The WG leaders are also invited for the other working group meetings.
10. The WG will report to OTSOPA and to the meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Bonn Agreement.
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