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The eight countries bordering the North Sea work together within the Bonn Agreement to undertake aerial surveillance using specially
equipped aircraft and specialised personnel to detect spills of oil and other harmful substances and enforce international

_ environmental regulations.
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In 2011 Contracting Parties reported the
estimated volumes for 168 slicks in the Bonn
Agreement area. The figure opposite
shows the percentage of slicks subdivid-
ed into different size categories, inc-
luding for the first time spills under
0,Im’ to give a better indication
of the significance of spills. One
slick of over 100m> was report-
ed by Norway which required
response by the national
administration. However,
most slicks were in a size-
category that did not
warrant action to combat
them, since they would
evaporate, dissolve and

disperse naturally.
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° Unknown polluters

The number of observed spills per volume category, broken
down per country, highlighting the relative proportion of the
spills observed nationally.
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" 4+ surveillance data currently available to be too sparse and too diverse to
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Agreement area and that such estimates should be interpreted as indicative only.



